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found regions of atrophy (sclerotic encephalitis) in the 
brains of tabetics who were without delusions or any 
insanity, and this lesion has also been observed by 
Jendrassik. 

The characteristic insanity of locomotor ataxia con¬ 
sists in delusions of persecution, together with maniacal 
excitement based upon delusional interpretation of the 
pains that are due to the disease itself. This delusional 
interpretation of pain is not based upon an hallucination, 
but upon indisputable sensitive and sensory phenomena. 
Occasionally, delusions of grandeur arise, together with 
motor disturbances, as tremor, and difficulty in standing. 
Such patients sink into dementia, and even in this last 
stage, there still remain vestiges of the former character¬ 
istic mental state of locomotor ataxia. On the other 
hand, the form of mental trouble that accompanies 
systemic sclerosis implicating the entire psycho-motor 
system, is pure paretic dementia, general paresis without 
delusions. To speak correctly, persons thus afflicted are 
neither megalomaniacs nor melancholiacs. They are 
motor dements in whom thought cannot, so to speak, 
evince itself otherwise than by motor expressions. The 
two clinical forms thus described have been confounded 
with paresis, due at the onset to diffuse lesions. Hence¬ 
forth Pierret thinks, that they should be considered 
and described as separate entities. L. F. B. 

Changes in the JPia Mater of the Insane .—The 
“ Journal de M£decine de Paris,” April 17, 1892, gives an 
abstract of Francesco Del Greco’s histological report on 
the examination of the brains of eighteen insane persons. 
In general paresis, there were evidences of periarteritis 
of the small vessels of the brain substance and the pia 
mater, together with diffuse nuclear infiltration of the 
membrane, particularly in the portion nearest the cortex. 
There was nearly always present a chronic fibrous men¬ 
ingitis.- Sometimes the small vessels presented an 
obliterating endoarteritis as well as a periarteritis and 
fatty degeneration of the muscular coat. The uniform 
finding of periarteritis in the brains of paretics, even if 
in those who died on the the outset of the disease before 
the brain substance became the seat of sclerosis and 
atrophy, strengthens the observer in the belief that vas¬ 
cular lesions resulting from chronic hyperaemia, constitute 
the initial factor in the histological changes of the brain. 
Changes in neuroglia and nerve cells are secondary. 

The autopsy of insane persons subject to pellagra re- 
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vealedinsome instances a diffuse opacity of the pia mater; 
and in others, slight nuclear infiltration, diffuse in the 
small vessels of this membrane and in the brain substance. 
In those who died of pellagrous typhus, especially when 
death occurred during the stage of acute delirium, there 
were signs of recent meningeal hyperaemia. In other 
forms of mental disease—periodic insanity, epileptic 
insanity, secondary dementia, etc.,—the only brain 
change found were such as exist in the brains of persons of 
sound mind who are advanced in years and cachetic. In 
a very few instances, there was notable thickening of the 
pia mater, atrophy and hardening of the brain substance, 
and the lateral ventricles dilated and filled with serous 
fluid. L. F. B. 

Pathogeny and Treatment of Tetanus .—At a 
recent meeting of the Societe de Chirurgie, Paris, France, 
(Session March 29th, 1893), Schwartz reported four 
cases of tetanus, which presented some interest from 
this point of view of pathogeny and treatment. 

Case I. was that of a carter, aged thirty years, who 
fell under the wheels of a loaded manure cart. Four 
days after the accident he presented a contused wound 
of the face, and comminuted fractures of the metacarpals 
and phalanges of the four last fingers of the left hand. 
The taguments of the hand had begun to slough, and a 
lymphangitis was extending up the fore-arm. We 
immediatedly amputated the fore arm, notwithstanding 
which, three days later, tetanus set in and carried off the 
patient in three days, despite the employment of chloral 
and morphine in large doses. 

Case II. was also a carter who had met with a slight 
wound by a hook over the thenar eminence. When 
Schwartz first saw the patient, fifteen days after the 
injury, the wound was nearly cicatrized, but for two 
days this man had been suffering from trismus and 
stiffness of the back of the neck. He was admitted to 
the hospital and put on chloral and morphine. Hypo¬ 
dermic injections of a phenic acid solution (tjV) were 
made in the arm of the injured member according to 
Baccelli’s method ; these injections were continued morn¬ 
ing and evening. A perceptible amelioration was pro¬ 
duced at the end of a few days ; the stiffness of the 
nucha diminished and the patient began to use his jaws. 
Three weeks later, all the signs of tetanus had disap¬ 
peared ; there was shortly afterward a slight return of 
spasms confined to the abdominal wall, but ultimately; 
recovery was complete. 



